CONFORMATION OF THE IDEAL TO THE REAL
horse, belongs to nature; and the latter is only a concept. We are
disposed to treat the former as real, while of the latter we say
that it is only an idea. Hence while noting the fluidity of these
distinctions, we have to admit their plausibility also.
XIX
CONFORMATION OF THE IDEAL TO THE REAL
In Indian philosophy, the conformation of the ideal to the real is
not a problem at all. Particularly in the idealistic philosophies,
the ideal reality is regarded as creative and as the material cause.
And in every theism too where God is regarded as omnipotent
and creative, the conformity of nature to the ideal does not give
rise to a problem. The world comes out of the Brahman and
returns to it. Conformity of the two is therefore beyond doubt.
In all philosophies where a difference is made between the
actual and the ideal, existence and reality, reality and value, and
so forth, the problem of the conformity is almost insoluble. But
when the ideal is viewed no longer as different from the actual,
but as the true actual or true existence, the problem vanishes.
Nature must conform to the ideal now, because the ideal is its
truth, its essence. And every thing does but conform to its essence.
If it does not, it ceases to be itself.
In European philosophy, the difficulty of reconciling the
natural with the moral law was felt by Kant, because neither God
nor the transcendental ego was conceived by him as creative. Of
course, God was assigned the intuitive understanding, but it was
regarded as only a regulative ideal and not as constitutive. This
defect was removed later by Fichte and other post-Kantians. The
ideal was regarded not merely as a presupposition of our experi-
ence, but as much more than that. But later, Hegel felt worried
when he found that the world was not through and through
rational; for the fact came into conflict with his enunciation that
the rational is the real and the real rational. But this difficulty
is actually due to an inconsistency in his conception. The
Absolute as the ultimate truth he regards as the real. But he
still clings to the idea that the world as it appears to the finite
intellect is equally real. The Absolute is the ultimate reality
as disentangled from the world. But yet the world appears real
because the reality of the Absolute shines through it. Hegel
is thinking that the explanatory principle is expected to include
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